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SET STRESS eT ee eel 


Federal Benefits of Special Interest to 


Blinded Veterans and Their Dependents 


This booklet has been prepared by the Headquarters Staff of the Blinded 
Veterans Association for the use of blinded veterans and their families as 
a supplement to the Veterans Administration publication Federal Benefits 
Available to Veterans and Their Dependents (VA Fact Sheet IS-1, Decem- 
ber 1957). It contains detailed information about disability compensation, 
disability pensions, Public Law 309 equipment, and the auto grant. It also 
contains information about benefits for retired servicemen and survivors, 
as well as miscellaneous benefits of interest to blinded veterans. Blinded 
veterans and their families are urged to read the VA publication and this 
booklet and to keep both in a safe place for future reference. Answers to 
specific questions may be obtained from the nearest VA office or by writing 


BVA Headquarters. 


BLINDED VETERANS ASSOCIATION 
3408 WISCONSIN AVE., N.W., WASHINGTON 16, D. C. 


I, =~ DISABILITY COMPENSATION 


There are certain facts which every blinded veteran should be familiar with 
in order to have a fuller and more accurate understanding of his own disability 
compensation. The question of disability compensation is very complex, and it 
would not be practical to attempt a full explanation covering every possibility. 
However, the information presented below should enable most blinded veterans to 
learn how their disability compensation is determined, 


A veteran's service-connected disability is given a percentage rating rang- 
ing from 0% to 100%. The percentage rating increases from 0 to 100 in increments 
of 10 (0, 10, 20, etc.), depending upon the severity of the condition. With the 
exception of the 0% rating, there is a corresponding monetary award (disability 
compensation) for each of the succeeding ten percentage ratings. These ten per- 
centage ratings are technically referred to as subsections (a) through (j) of 
Section 315, Public Law 85-56 as amended, with (a) being 10% and (j) being 100%. 
Over and above these ten subsections of straight percentage disability ratings 
are seven additional subsections, (k) through (q), which are known as statutory 
awards. 


Severely disabled wartime veterans==those who, as the result of service- 
connected disability, have suffered the loss or loss of use of either or both 
hands or feet, blindness, or combinations of these disabilities--are entitled to 
statutory awards ranging from $7.00 to $450.00 per month. Congress has deter= 
mined that in such cases a special rate should be authorized by statute or law 
for the specific disability: thus, the term statutory award. There is also a 
statutory award of $47.00 per month for the loss of the creative organ or both 
buttocks, and another statutory award of $67.00 per month for arrested tuberculosis. 


The accepted legal definition of blindness is permanent impairment of vision 
of both eyes of the following status: 


Central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye, with corrective 
glasses, or central visual acuity of more than 20/200 if there is a field defect 
in which the peripheral field has contracted to such an extent that the widest 
diameter of visual field subtends an angular distance no greater than twenty 
degrees in the better eye. 


A veteran just within the legal definition of blindness is given a 70% disa- 
bility rating by the Veterans Administration. A veteran with 15/200 visual acuity 
or less in the better eye with correction is given an 80% disability rating by the 
VA; and a veteran with 10/200 or less in the better eye is rated at 90%. Whena 
veteran's eye condition is 5/200 or less in the better eye, he automatically be- 
comes eligible for the statutory award under subsection (1) rather than receiving 
compensation for a 100% disability rating. A totally blind veteran who has his 
own eyes is usually eligible for the statutory award under subsection (m); a vet- 
eran who has had both eyes removed is eligible for the statutory award under sub- 
section (n). 


When a veteran has two or more of the specific disabilities covered in sub- 


sections (1) through (n)--loss or loss of use of two or more extremities in com- 
bination with blindness--or total deafness in combination with blindness--he is 


Sis 


eligible for the statutory award under subsection (0). Subsection (p) auth- 
orizes the Administrator of Veterans Affairs to establish intermediate rates 
of monthly disability compensation between the rates paid for the specific 
disabilities defined in subsections (1), (m), (n), and (0). Subsection (q) 
specifically establishes a statutory award for arrested tuberculosis. 


Subsection (k) provides a statutory award for the loss or loss of use of 
one foot, one hand, one eye, the creative organ, or both buttocks. Veterans 
with disabilities rated on a percentage basis receive the statutory award of 
$47.00 per month under subsection (k) in addition to the monthly compensation 
they receive based on their percentage rating. For example, a blinded veteran 
with 20/200 visual acuity in one eye and anatomical loss of the other eye would 
receive $10.00 per month (70% disability rating) plus $47.00 per month as a 
statutory award under subsection (k). Blinded veterans already receiving statu- 
tory awards under subsections (1), (m), or (n) for their eye condition would be 
entitled to receive an additional $47.00 per month as a statutory award under 
subsection (k) if they have also suffered the anatomical loss or loss of use of 
one foot, one hand, the creative organ, or both buttocks. At present, $50.00 
per month is the top amount which any wartime veteran with a service=-connected 
disability or disabilities can receive, excluding allowances for dependents, 


In the following table are listed specific eye conditions and their cor- 
responding monetary awards: 


Vision in Vision in Percentage Statutory Monthly 
Better Eye Lesser Eye Of Disability Award Compensation 
JN 20/200 20/200 70 None $ 140.00 
2. 20/200 Light 70 $ 7 (k)* 187,00 
Perception 
36 20/200 Anatomical 70 $ 47 (k)+ 187.00 
Loss 
Lee 15/200 15/200 80 None 160,00 
a5 15/200 Light 80 $ 7 (k)* 207 200 
Perception 
ot 15/200 Anatomical 80 $ 7 (k)* 207 200 
Loss 
Te 10/200 10/200 90 None 179.00 
8. 10/200 Light 90 $ li? (k)# 226,00 
Perception 
a. 10/200 Anatomical 90 $ 7 (k)* 226.00 
Loss 
ae 5/200 5/200 Not $ 309 (1) 309.00 
Applicable 


Vision in Vision in Percentage Statutory Monthly 
Better Eye Lesser Eye Of Disability Award Compensation 
ae 5/200 Light Not $ 33h (p)#* $ 334.00 
Perception Applicable 
12; 5/200 Anatomical Not $ 359 (p)s 359.00 
Loss Applicable 
13% Light Light Not $ 359 (m) 359.00 
Perception Perception Applicable 
1h. Light Anatomical Not $ 380 (p)s# 380.00 
Perception Loss, Other= Applicable 
wise, dis- 
figured. 
15. Shrunken, Shrunken, Not $ Ol (p)s6 401.00 
Otherwise Otherwise Applicable 
Disfigured Disfigured 
16. Anatemical Anatomical Not $ 401 (n) 401.00 
Loss Loss Applicable 


Loss or loss of use of two or more extremities, or total deafness in com-= 
bination with any of the eye conditions described in 10 through 16 in the table 
above are ratable under subsection (0) with monthly compensation of $50.00. 


A veteran who has disabilities in addition to his blindness may be eligible 
for additional compensation, if these disabilities are independently ratable at 
50% or more. In such cases, the compensation will be increased by an amount equal 
to one-half of the difference between the statutory award to which his condition 
of blindness entitles him and the next higher statutory award. In the case of a 
single additional disability which is independently ratable at 100%, the disa- 
bility compensation will be increased by an amount equal to the full difference 
between the award to which his condition of blindness entitles him and the next 
higher one. 


When an unemployed veteran has a disability rating of 60% or more, and it 
can be shown that his unemployability is due directly to his disability, the 


#* The statutory award under subsection (k) ($47 monthly) is made for 
the loss or loss of use of a hand, a foot, the creative organ, both 
buttocks, or an eye (having no better than light perception). The 
reference to subsection (k) in items 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, and 9 of the 
table above occurs only in connection with the loss or loss of use 
of an eye. In the case of the loss or loss of use of one of the 
extremities, the creative organ, or both buttocks, this award should 
be added to the disability compensation above, 


x If the disabilities exceed the requirements for subsections (1), (m), 


or (n), the Administrator of Veterans Affairs, in his discretion, may 
allow the next higher or an intermediate rate, but not to exceed $50.00 
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veteran may be eligible for a 100% disability rating until such time as he 
becomes gainfully employed. Thus, during the period in which the veteran is 
temporarily rated 100%, he is eligible to receive $225.00 per month disability 
compensation, This provision does not apply to veterans who receive statutory 
awards (see items 10 through 16 in preceding Table), since these awards are 
for specific disabilities without reference to employability. 


Veterans with a disability of 50% or greater are entitled to special 
monthly compensation for dependents; wife, first three children, and dependent 
parents. For veterans whose disabilities are rated at 100% or more, these 
monthly awards are as follows: 


Aepiao Wie ULC CCOULCG. Gue. iu gee $ 23.00 
Domne aw temanc Tones Chi td’ ue wk ti a 39 200 
C. Has wife and two children = = = = ——Ss«5000 
D. Has wife and three or more children _—_ 62.00 
BegnoeW ite OUL One CULT li ol 15.00 
F. No wife but two children 27.00 
G. No wife but three or more children — 39.00 
H. Each dependent parent 19.00 


For veterans whose disabilities are rated between 50% and 90%, these dependency 
allowances are equal to amounts ranging from 50% to 90% of the allowances cited, 


Peacetime veterans with service=-connected disabilities are entitled to 
receive 80% of the wartime rates specified in the preceding text and table. 
Peacetime veterans whose service-connected disabilities were incurred during 
extra-hazardous duty are entitled to receive the wartime rates specified in the 
preceding text and table. 


Blinded veterans who have questions about their serviceeconnected disa- 
bility compensation should contact the nearest VA regional office or write to 
the Blinded Veterans Association, 308 Wisconsin Avenue, N. W., Washington 16, 
oe CG. 


II, == DISABILITY PENSION 


By law, pension is the term used to describe Veterans Administration monetary 
benefits payable for disability or death not resulting from active service in the 
armed forces. 


A veteran of World Wars I or II or Korea who, as a result of a total and perm- 
anent nonservice=connected disability, is incapacitated and unable to earn a reason- 
able livelihood for himself and/or his family may be entitled to a disability pension 
from the Veterans Administration. The VA considers a total and permanent disability 
to exist when there is present any impairment of mind or body which is sufficient to 
make it impossible for the veteran to follow a substantially gainful occupation, and 
where it is reasonably certain that the disability will continue throughout the life 
of the veteran. 


To qualify, a veteran must have served under conditions other than dishonorable 
for a period of 90 days or more, part of which was within an actual war period as 
follows: 


World War I == April 6, 1917 through November 11, 1918, or prior to July 2, 1921, 
if the veteran was in active service between the dates previously mentioned, 


World War II = December 7, 1941 through December 31, 196. 
Korea ~- June 27, 1950 through January 31, 1955. 


If service was less than 90 days, a veteran must have been discharged for a 
service-connected disability. Veterans in receipt of disability compensation for a 
service=connected disability may elect to waive it and accept the nonservice-connected 
pension for a different condition, if the pension represents a greater amount. 


Upon approval of a claim, a veteran will receive $66.15 monthly. A veteran may 
receive $135.45 monthly pension if he can satisfactorily prove that, because of age 
or physical or mental defects, he is sufficiently helpless to need or require the 
regular aid and attendance of another person. Helplessness of such degree as to ree 
quire regular aid and attendance of another person is determined on an individual 
basis in accordance with existing VA criteria. However, visual acuity of 5/200 or 
less in both eyes with correction, or concentric contraction of the visual field to 
5 degrees or Less, will automaticall alify a veteran for the $135.45 monthly rate 
without proof of the need for regular aid ad attendance, There will be no reduction 
of the $135.45 because such a veteran is in a VA hospital or domiciliary. 


VA disabilit ension is not payable to any veteran whose annual income exceeds 
$100, if he has no dependents, or $2700, if he has dependents. in determining a 
veteran's annual income, his wife's income is not counted. If a veteran's income 
during any calendar year should exceed the applicable limitation, he will not be 
entitled to a pension for that year. Income means total income from wages, salaries, 
bonuses, earnings, investments, rent, or from a business or profession. Proceeds of 
gifts and inheritances from the settlement of estates must be included when computing 
annual income. 


Blinded veterans who think that they may be eligible for a nonservice-connected 
disability pension should contact the nearest VA regional office. 


ie 


III, <= EQUIPMENT UNDER PUBLIC LAW 309 


Public Law 309, 78th Congress (now Section 51h, Public Law 85-56), was 
enacted to provide blinded veterans with dog guides and mechanical and electronic 
equipment to assist them in overcoming the handicap of blindness. In administer- 
ing the law, the Veterans Administration has developed an authorized list of 
equipment veterans can receive on request. In order to assist blinded veterans 
in taking advantage of this benefit, procedures for obtaining, repairing, and 
replacing equipment, as well as a list of items available, are printed below, 


All blinded veterans who are entitled to receive compensation for a service= 
connected disability are eligible for these benefits. Blindness need not be sere 


vice-connected, 


Blinded veterans who have need for some item on the list should apply to 
the Chief of the Prosthetic and Sensory Aids Unit in their Veterans Administra 
tion regional office. A written request must cover the following points: (1) 
the equipment desired, specifying make and model when there is a choice of items 
or a ceiling price; (2) justification of need for the equipment; (3) a statement 
that the veteran has never received the equipment requested; and (1) a statement 
that the veteran will not sell or willfully damage or destroy the equipment. 


If the veteran is in a position to make a personal visit to his VA regional 
office, the Chief of the Prosthetic and Sensory Aids Unit will be glad to assist 
him in filing the necessary written forms. 


A blinded veteran may obtain a Prosthetic Service Card, which he can use 
to get repairs not costing more than $20.00 for any single item without secur- 
ing the prior approval of the VA. For repairs which exceed $20.00 in cost, a 
veteran must obtain the approval of the VA first. Since each item authorized 
for repair is listed with its serial number on the repair card, the veteran 
should remember to turn in his card to the VA whenever he gets a new piece of 
equipment so that it may be added. 


It should be pointed out that obtaining repairs with the Prosthetic Ser- 
vice Card is not always easy even in large metropolitan centers. Small repair 
shops will frequently refuse to make repairs on equipment, since it is necessary 
for them to fill out forms in triplicate and bill the Veterans Administration 
for their service. A veteran can expedite repair service using the Prosthetic 
Service Card by calling on the authorized dealers or distributors of the equip- 
ment to be repaired, Blinded veterans residing in rural areas will undoubtedly 
find it easier to send equipment needing repairs directly to the Chief of the 
Prosthetic and Sensory Aids Unit in their VA regional office. 


A veteran who chooses to buy a piece of equipment himself instead of obtain- 
ing a similar item from the VA may have it listed on his Prosthetic Service Card 
and have repairs paid for by the VA. For example, he may wish to buy his own 
braille wrist watch or portable or table model radio instead of taking the models 
authorized by the VA. Nevertheless, he may still have the repairs paid for by 
the VA. 


A blinded veteran who owns a dog guide and has it listed on his Prosthetic 
Service Card may have bills for the medical care of the dog by a veterinarian 
paid for by the VA under the provisions of the law. Such bills are handled in 
the same way as repair bills for equipment. 


To replace worn out equipment, a blinded veteran should first contact the 
Chief of the Prosthetic and Sensory Aids Unit in his VA regional office. At 
his discretion, the Chief may condemn the old equipment and authorize a replace- 
ment, or he may request the veteran to obtain a statement from an authorized 
dealer or repairman to the effect that the item can no longer be repaired eco= 
nomically. 


There is also provision for replacement of equipment which has been lost, 
stolen, or destroyed. The procedure to follow is the same as that outlined 
above for requesting new equipment. Of course, the veteran must also explain 
how the old equipment was lost, stolen, or destroyed. 


A word of caution is in order for blinded veterans wishing to take advan= 
tage of the privileges of this benefit. Where several brands of a type of 
equipment are available to choose from--for example, dictating machines--a 
veteran should consider his specific need and the uses to which he plans to 
put the item. Then he should examine all of the available brands carefully 
and select the one which will best suit his purpose. 


Another point the veteran should consider is whether he really needs the 
equipment. It is foolish to request a ball point pen just because it is free 
if the veteran already has a serviceable one which he may have bought himself, 
There will be time to get one through the VA when and if the pen he has bought 
stops working. Unused equipment is not aiding the veteran, and he would be 
wiser to wait until he has a real need for a specific item before obtaining 
iG, 


A veteran who has equipment he is not using may turn it into the Chief 
of the Prosthetic and Sensory Aids Unit in his VA regional office without 
prejudicing his chances of getting a similar item at a later date when he 
really has need for it. 


If a veteran has a definite need for an item on the list to aid him in 


his rehabilitation, he should not hesitate to apply for the necessary equip= 
ment. The law was written to provide aids to rehabilitation, and a blinded 
veteran with a real need should be prompt to take every advantage of its 


benefits, 


The items of equipment listed below are now available to blinded veterans. 
In some instances, veterans may be issued special items not on this list with 
the approval of the Veterans Administration Central Office. 


ITEM 


Board, pencil, writing COOCCOOHCEEOHTEHLH OOOOH OOOOH OOH OOO OE® 
Fibre, 8" x 10$", Marx Writing Guide 
Guide, script, metal, with ribbed flap 


Dresilewricer, portabies with carrying Case seecevscceseceonce 


Cane S@eeeeeeeGeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeoees eee eseeeeeneeoeeeoeveoeee 
Aluminum, light weight, 1/2" diameter, 0" to 8" 
length; with or without improved ferrule; with or 
without Scotchlite white and red tape. 
Collapsible, metal 
Walking, wood, steel tip; natural or white, 36" to 
Lu" Length 


Clock @eeeee 82028 eee e008 208680088888 HHHHHHKEHEHHHESEHEHBEHEHSHKHOBSHOHGHOSBSH 
Alarm, braille, electric 
Alarm, braille, spring wound, Baby Ben. 


Dictating Machine, with or without carrying Case eccccccceccce 
Choice of several makes, belt or disc type. A veteran may 
choose a tape recorder instead of a dictating machine, 


Glasses OSHS HNHSHHHSHSCHOHHHSSOHOHSEOSHSHOHSSHOHCHHOCHHOHHOHSHHLHSEHOEED 
Standard, heat treated, laminated, dark lenses, 
clear or corrective. 


Guide, signature, wire, Tectangular.cecevocccccccccccccesececes 


Paper, braille Mista 1 01G sigs olga eee a osis 410.016 0 4 6 01516 010 6 0 066.608 64.0 06% 
Manila, 8" x 104", 9" x 11", or 11" x 113" 
Sunset Tympan, 8 7/8" x 11" or 9" x 12"; for use 
with Braille Institute Braillewriter,. 
(Braille paper will be furnished on a lifetime basis 
in reasonable quantities upon request.) 


Pen, ball point; pocket type COHSSOHECHOHOCEEEHOO HOECHST OHOL LEH OG 


Radio, electric or battery; table model or portable eecscccccee 
Razor, electric SCOCHHEESCSHOSOHOHHOHSHEEHOHOHEHOHSHEOHTHEHOHHOSHSEEOCHHHL OOOO 


Siate, braille SOOCS}SSSSSHSSSSEHSHHSHSHSHHSHSHEHEHHEHHBOEHKHHHOHCHHHOBHEBEES 
Aluminum, pocket size; with stylus; l-line, 2h-cell. 
Aluminum, pocket size; with stylus; heline, 27-cell. 
Aluminum, post card size; with stylus; 6-line, 19-cell. 
Brass, desk type, 124 x ght with tablet and stylus; 
heline, 3h-cell. 

Brass, pocket size; with stylus; h-line, 27-cell. 


Typewriter SHHOHSSSHHSHHHSSHHHHSTHEHAOHSHSHSHSHHHSHSSHHHSHHSHHHHHSHHOBHHHAHOHD 
Non-portable, 11" carriage; (choice of several makes.) 
Portable, with carrying case; (choice of several makes.) 


Watch, braille; choice of pocket or wrist watch cccocccecccccce 


a 8 = 


QUANTITY 


1 


500 


sheets 


IV. -« VA AUTO GRANT 


Public Law 187, 82nd Congress, approved October 20, 1951, made service= 
connected blinded veterans of World War II and the Korean Conflict (June 27, 
1950, through January 31, 1955) eligible for a grant of up to $1,600 toward 
the purchase price of an automobile or other conveyance. For the purpose of 
this benefit, the accepted legal definition of blindness is used; i.e., perma- 
nent impairment of vision of both eyes of the following status: 


Central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye, with 
corrective glasses, or central visual acuity of more than 20/200 if 
there is a field defect in which the peripheral field has contracted 
to such an extent that the widest diameter of visual field subtends 
an angular distance no greater than twenty degrees in the better eye. 


Public Law 92, 84th Congress, approved June 21, 1955, extended the dead- 
line for this benefit and covered veterans previously excluded. Most World 
War II and Korean Conflict service-connected blinded veterans are no longer 
eligible for this benefit. 


Veterans separated from the service before October 20, 1951, had to make 
application by October 20, 1956. Veterans separated on or after October 20, 
1951, have five years from the date of release from active service in which 
to apply. 


Veterans who, after discharge, come within the definition of blindness 
as a result of their service-connected disability have three years from the 
date of blindness in which to apply. Veterans whose blindness was not ad= 
judicated to be service-connected until long after discharge have one year 
after the disability has been declared service-connected in which to apply. 


No special application form is required for this benefit. Eligible 
veterans must apply to their VA regional office in person or by letter. When 
applying by letter, veterans should include their VA Claim Number or a de= 
tailed statement about their service-connected disability. 


Under the law, the VA is authorized to pay to the seller--not the vet- 
eran--up to $1,600 toward the purchase price of the automobile or other 
conveyance, The term "or other conveyance" has been interpreted to mean 
jeeps, station wagons, tractors, and trucks, 


Eligible blinded veterans would be wise to apply for the auto grant 
benefit as soon as possible. 


Ve a= SUMMARY OF BENcFITS AVAILABLE TO SURVIVORS OF DECEASED WAR VETERANS 


in Accrued Disability Compensation 


Disability compensation due and unpaid at the time of the veteran's 
death will be paid to the widow, child or children, or dependent parent, in 
the order listed. As disability compensation is paid on the last day of the 
month and covers the month preceding, the amount paid to a dependent will be 
the portion due from the first of the month to the date of death, 


2 Dependency and Indemnity Compensation - (DIC) 


If a veteran's death on or after January 1, 1957, is the result of 

a service=-connected injury or disease, his dependents are entitled to receive 
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) from the Veterans Administration. 

1s benefit 1s paid to surviving widows and minor children without regard to 
their income, but income does affect the amount paid to dependent parents, 
Unlike Death Compensation (See Item 3 below), the amount of DIC paid to a 
widow is the same regardless of the number of minor children, Minor children 
are entitled to receive DIC payments separately when there is no widow. How- 
ever, a helpless child (one who became permanently incapable of self-support 
prior to age 18), is entitled to receive DIC payments separately from those 
made to the widow. See Page 32 of VA Fact Sheet IS-1, "Federal Benefits 
available to Veterans and their Dependents", 


3- Death Compensation 


If a veteran's death before January 1, 1957, was the result of a 
service=-connected injury or disease, his dependents are entitled to receive 
Death Compensation from the Veterans Administration, Death compensation is 
paid to dependents without regard to their income. Unlike DIC, a widow is 
entitled to receive a fixed amount of Death Compensation with additional 
payments for each minor child. 


Persons receiving Death Compensation may elect to receive the 
generally higher DIC payments instead. Death Compensation payments will 
usually be higher if there is a widow and several minor children. The Vet= 
erans Administration will be glad to advise those now receiving Death Compen- 
sation as to whether it would be to their advantage to elect to receive DIC 
payments. See Page 35 of VA Fact Sheet IS-1. 


le Death Pension 


If a World War II or Korea veteran dies of causes not related to a 
service-connected disability, and if he was entitled to receive compensation 
for a service-connected disability at the time of his death, his widow and/or 
unmarried children under 18 are entitled to receive a Death Pension from the 
Veterans Administration, provided that their income does not exceed stated 
amounts. A world War I veteran who dies of nonservice-connected causes need 
not have been entitled to receive disability compensation in order for his 
widow and/or dependent children to be eligible for Death Pension payments. 
Only widows and/or children-=not dependent parents--are eligible for Death 
Pensions. See Page 37. 
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In determining the survivor's annual income for Death Pension eligi- 
bility, the following are not considered: 


a. Payments for disability or death under laws administered by the 
VA, including insurance. 


b. Mustering-out pay. 


Ce Six months death gratuity payable when death occurs during 
active service. 


d. Money paid to a rest, convalescent, or similar type of home, or 
directly to the survivor to cover the cost of his maintenance in 
such a home, provided the money is not remuneration to the sur- 
vivor for services. 


e. The value of maintenance furnished by a charitable organization 
(civil or governmental) or by a friend or relative. 


f, Annuities received under the Uniformed Services Contingency 
Option Act of 1953, 


ge Proceeds of a fire=insurance policy. 


he The rental value of property owned by and resided in by the 
claimant. 


The proceeds of civilian insurance policies and Social Security pay- 
ments are considered income for purposes of Death Pension payments. 


5. Insurance 


Government insurance in force at time of death will be paid to the 
designated beneficiary. See Page 31. 


6. Burial Allowance 


Upon receipt of application within two years from date of death, the 
VA will pay funeral expenses in an amount not to exceed $150.00. The claim 
must be supported by an itemized statement, and the certificate of payment must 
be signed by the undertaker. See Page 39. 


Leauieocial Security 


Surviving dependents of veterans who had social security coverage 
should contact the nearest field office of the Social Security Administration 
to apply for lump sum death payment. Dependents of some World War II and 
Korea veterans are entitled to social security benefits by reason of the 
veteran's military wage credits. See Page 3. 


8. Medical Care 

Unremarried widows and unmarried children of blinded veterans whose 
death occurred while in retired status (officers of all wars and enlisted 
personnel who served since 1949) may receive medical care, including hospitali- 
zation, at the nearest military medical installation. Treatment will be 
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furnished only if facilities are available. Application must be made at the 
outpatient clinic of the installation. Proof of relationship to the deceased 
retired person is required, 


Widows and children of deceased World Wars I and II blinded vet= 
erans who served as enlisted men are not eligible for this benefit. 


9. Commissary and Post Exchange Privileges 


When facilities permit, widows of retired personnel may be granted 
shopping privileges at military stores. See Section VI of this supplement. 


10. Civil Service Preference 


Widows of wartime veterans are entitled to ten point preference 
in examinations for Federal Civil Service employment. Applications for 
preference should be filed when applying for employment. See Page 23. 


11. Burial in National Cemeteries 


Unremarried widows or widowers, minor children, and under certain 
conditions unmarried adult children of members or former members of the 
military services interred in national cemeteries, may be buried in the same 
cemetery. Arrangements for burial may be made directly with the superintendent 
of the cemetery or through the Veterans Administration. See Page 39. 


12. Miscellaneous Burial Benefits 
An American Flag to drape the casket during funeral services and 


a headstone or grave marker will be provided upon application. See Pages 
39-0. 


VI. SPECIAL BENEFITS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL RETIRED FOR DISABILITY 


Blinded veterans who were serving as officers on active duty at the 
time their service-connected disability was incurred have the status of re- 
tired officers. Since 199, enlisted men who incurred service-connected disa- 
bilities have also been automatically given the status of military personnel 
retired for disability, instead of being discharged as was the case with World 
War II disabled servicemen. The same legislation, the Career Compensation Act 
of 1949, made nonregular officers and enlisted men, retired for physical disa- 
bility, eligible for the same special benefits as regular retired officers, 
Thus, regardless of whether the blinded veteran elects to receive disability 
compensation from the Veterans Administration instead of retirement pay from 
his branch of the armed services, or whether he elects to receive part disa= 
bility compensation and part retirement pay, he is entitled to certain rights, 
privileges, and benefits as a retired serviceman. 


Enlisted personnel who were blinded as a result of service during 
the Korean conflict period, as well as blinded peacetime veterans, are eli= 


gible for these special benefits. Enlisted personnel blinded during World 


Wars I or II do not have retired status and are, therefore, not eligible for 
these special benefits. However, all blinded veterans who were officers at 


the time their serviceeconnected disability was incurred have retired status 
and are eligible for special benefits described below, 


Official identification cards or other evidence of retired status 
will be needed when applying for these benefits. Retired personnel who have 
not obtained identification cards should apply for them by writing to the 
service in which they have retired status, 


Junior officers with a high degree of disability, especially those 
who would be entitled to receive statutory award payments for blindness, will 
undoubtedly find it to their financial advantage to take disability compensa 
tion from the Veterans Administration in lieu of retirement pay. Retired 
officers who receive retirement pay rather than disability compensation are 
nevertheless entitled to veterans benefits administered by the VA with one 
exception=--outpatient medical treatment--if their disability was incurred in 
wartime service. To become eligible for VA outpatient medical care, a retired 
officer must have his claim adjudicated by the VA and take disability compen- 
sation in lieu of retirement pay. 


Enlisted personnel retired because of service-connected blindness 
will invariably find it to their financial advantage to elect to receive VA 
disability compensation rather than retirement pay. 


Blinded veterans who have retired status are eligible for the 
following special benefits: 


Purchases at Commissaries, Post Exchanges, and Ships Stores 


Purchase permits may be obtained at the nearest military 
installation having such facilities. However, commissary privileges 
may be restricted by local commanders when facilities are small, 
allowing only a limited number of persons to be served. 
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Commissary purchase permits will be honored only at the 
place of issue, while exchange permits may be used at any post 
exchange or ships store, 


Widows of deceased retired personnel are authorized to 
make purchases at commissaries and exchanges. 


Air Transportation 


Retired personnel may ride on a spaceeavailable basis 
in military aircraft other than aircraft operated by the Military 
Air Transport Service. Overseas travel by air is not authorized. 
Dependents of retired personnel may not travel on military aire 
craft. 


Request for permission to travel must be made in person 
at an Air Force base. 


Sea Transportation 


Sea transportation is also authorized on a space-available 
basis. Dependents may travel on military ships only when accompanied 
by the retired serviceman on whom they are dependent, 


Army and Air Force personnel desiring information concerning 
travel by military sea transport should write tos 


ae Commanding Officer, Brooklyn Army Terminal, First Avenue & 
58th Street, Brooklyn, New York. 


Points served are Southampton, England; Bremerhave, Germany; 
Casablanca, Morroco; Naples, Italy; Piraeus, Greece; Guan= 
tanomo, Cuba; San Juan, Puerto Rico; Canal Zone, Panama; 
and, St. John's, Argentia, and St. George's in Newfoundland. 


b. Commanding Officer, Oakland Army Terminal, Fort Mason, Calif. 


Points served are Honolulu, Hawaii; Guam; Manila and Subic, 
P.l.; Kwajalein; Okinawa, 


ce. Commanding Officer, Seattle Army Terminal, 1519 S. Alaskan 
Way, Seattle, Washington. 


Points served are Whittier and Kodiak, Alaska; and Yokohama, 
Japane 


Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard retired personnel should 
write to: Chief, Bureau of Naval Personnel, Department of the Navy, 
Arlington Annex, Washington 25, D. C., Attention = Personnel Transporta- 
tion Division, Pers. B=3. 


Requests for transportation should be accompanied by evidence 
of disability retirement status. 
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Arrangements for return from overseas must be made with 
the appropriate overseas headquarters. As availability of space 
for return passage is uncertain, retired personnel should be pre-e 
pared to use commercial travel facilities. 


Medical Care 


Retired personnel may be hospitalized or furnished out- 
patient medical or dental treatment at any military medical installa- 
tion where facilities are available. This benefit applies to service- 
connected and nonserviceeconnected conditions. Dependents and widows 
of retired personnel may also receive medical and dental care at mili- 
tary medical installations. This includes obstetrical care for retired 
disabled personnel, Application should be made at the ex-serviceman's 
nearest military medical installation. 


Retired personnel with wartime service may receive medical 
care in a Veterans Administration hospital for service=connected or 
nonservice=connected conditions on the same basis as other veterans. 
However, in order to get outpatient treatment from the VA, retired 
personnel must elect to receive disability compensation in lieu of 
all or part of their retirement pay. Dependents, of course, cannot 
be treated in a VA medical facility. 


VII. == MISCELLANEOUS BENEFITS 


Totally disabled veterans who are receiving medical care and treat- 
ment in a hospital or a private domicile through the Veterans Administration 
while undergoing such treatment are authorized to make purchases at military 
commissaries, post exchanges, and ships stores. Purchase permits may be obe= 
tained at the nearest military installation having such facilities. When 
applying to the commissary or post exchange officer, a disabled veteran must 
present a letter from the Veterans Administration stating that he is totally 
disabled as a result of a service-connected disability. 


The procedure for taking advantage of this benefit is primarily of 
interest to blinded veterans who were enlisted men during World Wars I and II. 
Blinded veterans who were officers at the time their disability was incurred 
and enlisted men blinded in the Korean Conflict or in peacetime service are 
eligible for the same benefit, but may wish to take advantage of it as retired 
personnel under procedures outlined in Section VI of this supplement, 


It is important to note that commissary privileges may be restricted 
by local commanders when facilities are small, allowing only a limited number 
of persons to be served. Commissary purchase permits will be honored only at 
the place of issue, while exchange permits may be used in any post exchange or 
ships stores, 


Although totally disabled veterans who are not officers, or enlisted 
men retired for disability, must be receiving medical care and treatment ina 
hospital or private domicile through the Veterans Administration in order to 
be eligible for commissary and exchange purchasing privileges, local installa- 
tions have been known to extend these privileges to blinded veterans without 
regard to the medical care requirement. Interested blinded veterans should 
check with the nearest military installation having a commissary or exchange. 
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